
Year 5 – Spring
English – Biography

Gandhi

Core Texts

Little People, 
Big Dreams: 
Mahatma 
Gandhi

Knowledge for the writer
• Plan how you will organise the way you retell the events. 

You could use a timeline to help you plan.
• Details are important to create a recount rather than a 

simple list of events in order. Try using When? Where? 
Who? What? Why? questions to help you plan what to 
include.

• Decide how you will finish the recount. You’ll need a 
definite ending, perhaps a summary or a comment on 
what happened

• Read the text through as if you don’t know anything 
about what it is being recounted. Is it clear what 
happened and when?

• Is the style right for the genre you are using?

Grammar Focus
- Brackets, dashes & commas for parenthesis
- Relative pronouns: who, which, that, whom, 

whose
- Relative clauses to add detail beginning with 

who, which, where, when, whose, that or an “-
ed” clause, eg Poor Tom, frightened of the dark,

- Start a complex sentence with a subordinate 
clause and use a comma to separate

- Connectives to build cohesion and linking ideas 
across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place 
and sequence

- Developing fronted prepositional phrases, eg
“Throughout the stormy winter…”

- Speech/quotes in inverted commas

The 
Extraordinary 
life of 
Mahatma 
Gandhi

Nelson Mandela, 
Long Walk to 
Freedom by Chris 
Van Wyk

Great Women 
who changed the 
World by Kate 
Pankhurst

Suggested Additional Texts

Structure
- Introduction 

(interesting and 
engaging)

- Early life
- Achievements/Steps 

to fame
- Area of focus
- Legacy/Conclusion

Language
- Formal tone
- Mainly past tense 

except legacy
- 3rd person
- Time adverbials
- Chronological order
- Subject specific vocab
- Varied sentence types
- Varied pronouns

Purpose/Audience
People who want to find out about someone famous or significant. 
To share someone’s life and achievements, how they became 
famous and what their legacy is today.

WMG
Biography



Progression in Recounts/Biographies -

Year 1/
Year 2

• Describe incidents from own experience in an audible voice using sequencing words and 
phrases such as then, after that; listen to others recounts and ask relevant questions. 

• Read personal recounts and begin to recognise generic structure, e.g. ordered sequence of 
events, use of words like first, next, after, when. 

• Write simple first person recounts linked to topics of interest/study or to personal 
experience, using the language of texts read as models for own writing, maintaining 
consistency in tense and person. 

Year 3/ 
Year 4

• Watch or listen to third person recounts such as news or sports reports on television, 
radio or podcast. Identify the sequence of main events.  Read examples of third 
person recounts such as letters, newspaper reports and diaries and recount the 
same event in a variety of ways, such as in the form of a story, a letter, a news report 
ensuring agreement in the use of pronouns.

• Write newspaper style reports, e.g. about school events or an incident from a story, 
using a wider range of connectives, such as meanwhile, following, afterwards and 
including detail expressed in ways which will engage the reader Girls with swirling 
hijabs danced to the…. 

• Include recounts when creating paper or screen based information texts.

Year 5 • Identify the features of recounted texts such as sports reports, diaries, police reports, 
including introduction to set the scene, chronological sequence, varied but consistent use 
of past tense, e.g. As he was running away he noticed... , possible supporting illustrations, 
degree of formality adopted and use of connectives.

• Use the language features of recounts including formal language when recounting events 
orally.

• Write recounts based on the same subject such as a field trip, a match or a historical event 
for two contrasting audiences such as a close friend and an unknown reader. 

Year 6 • Distinguish between biography and autobiography, recognising the effect on the reader of 
the choice between first and third person, distinguishing between fact, opinion and fiction, 
distinguishing between implicit and explicit points of view and how these can differ.

• Develop the skills of biographical and autobiographical writing in role, adapting distinctive 
voices, e.g. of historical characters, through preparing a CV; composing a biographical 
account based on research or describing a person from different perspectives, e.g. police 
description, school report, newspaper obituary.

• When planning writing, select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and 
audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types.

• Use the language conventions and grammatical features of the different types of text as 
appropriate. 



Year 5 – Spring
English – Newspaper Reports

Conquest of Everest

Core Texts

Conquest of 
Everest by 
George Lowe

Great 
Adventurers by 
Alastair 
Humphreys

Grammar Focus
- Brackets, dashes & commas for parenthesis
- Relative pronouns: who, which, that, whom, 

whose
- Relative clauses to add detail beginning with 

who, which, where, when, whose, that or an “-
ed” clause, eg Poor Tom, frightened of the 
dark,

- Start a complex sentence with a subordinate 
clause and use a comma to separate

- Connectives to build cohesion and linking 
ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of 
time, place and sequence

- Developing fronted prepositional phrases, eg
“Throughout the stormy winter…”

- Speech/quotes in inverted commas

Knowledge for the writer
• Plan how you will organise the way you retell the events. 

You could use a timeline to help you plan.
• Details are important to create a recount rather than a 

simple list of events in order. Try using When? Where? 
Who? What? Why? questions to help you plan what to 
include.

• Decide how you will finish the recount. You’ll need a 
definite ending, perhaps a summary or a comment on 
what happened

• Read the text through as if you don’t know anything 
about what it is being recounted. Is it clear what 
happened and when?

• Is the style right for the genre you are using?

Mountains of 
the World by 
Dieter Braun

Everest by 
Alexandra Stewart

Suggested Additional Texts

Structure
- Headline (puns, 

alliteration, big and 
bold)

- Introduction/summa
ry

- Columns
- Images
- Captions
- By line

Language
- When adverbials (how)
- 5ws (where, when, who, 

why, how)
- Factual information
- Varied tenses
- 3rd person
- Quotes, indirect speech
- Emotive language

Purpose/Audience
To inform the reader about an event.

WMG
Newspaper 

Report



Progression in Recounts/Newspaper Reports -

Year 1/
Year 2

• Describe incidents from own experience in an audible voice using sequencing words and 
phrases such as then, after that; listen to others recounts and ask relevant questions. 

• Read personal recounts and begin to recognise generic structure, e.g. ordered sequence of 
events, use of words like first, next, after, when. 

• Write simple first person recounts linked to topics of interest/study or to personal 
experience, using the language of texts read as models for own writing, maintaining 
consistency in tense and person. 

Year 3/ 
Year 4

• Watch or listen to third person recounts such as news or sports reports on television, 
radio or podcast. Identify the sequence of main events.  Read examples of third 
person recounts such as letters, newspaper reports and diaries and recount the 
same event in a variety of ways, such as in the form of a story, a letter, a news report 
ensuring agreement in the use of pronouns.

• Write newspaper style reports, e.g. about school events or an incident from a story, 
using a wider range of connectives, such as meanwhile, following, afterwards and 
including detail expressed in ways which will engage the reader Girls with swirling 
hijabs danced to the…. 

• Include recounts when creating paper or screen based information texts.

Year 5 • Identify the features of recounted texts such as sports reports, diaries, police reports, 
including introduction to set the scene, chronological sequence, varied but consistent use 
of past tense, e.g. As he was running away he noticed... , possible supporting illustrations, 
degree of formality adopted and use of connectives.

• Use the language features of recounts including formal language when recounting events 
orally.

• Write recounts based on the same subject such as a field trip, a match or a historical event 
for two contrasting audiences such as a close friend and an unknown reader. 

Year 6 • Distinguish between biography and autobiography, recognising the effect on the reader of 
the choice between first and third person, distinguishing between fact, opinion and fiction, 
distinguishing between implicit and explicit points of view and how these can differ.

• Develop the skills of biographical and autobiographical writing in role, adapting distinctive 
voices, e.g. of historical characters, through preparing a CV; composing a biographical 
account based on research or describing a person from different perspectives, e.g. police 
description, school report, newspaper obituary.

• When planning writing, select the appropriate style and form to suit a specific purpose and 
audience, drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types.

• Use the language conventions and grammatical features of the different types of text as 
appropriate. 



Year 5 – Spring
English – Stories with Fantasy Settings

Chronicles of Narnia

Core Texts

The Lion, the 
Witch and the 
Wardrobe, by 
CS Lewis The Hobbit by 

JRR Tolkien

Grammar Focus
• Sentence Type: Complex sentences using more than 

one subordinate clause (subordinate and relative) 
Vary sentence length for effect

• Adverbial phrases (where, manner, time): Later that 
evening, Walking on to the ship, In the distance

• Cohesion: use of adverbials, nouns, pronouns in and 
across paragraphs

• Relevant synonyms of descriptive language: noun 
phrases (British Expeditionary Force”, rather than 
“army”), verbs (marched or strolled rather than 
walked)

• Dialogue to advance action: split dialogue
• Punctuation: commas to mark clauses and adverbial 

phrases. Parenthesis – use of brackets, dashes and 
commas to indicate additional information

Knowledge for the writer

• Choose adjectives carefully to describe the 
places and things in the story.

• Use similes to help the reader imagine what you 
are describing more clearly. (The glass castle 
was as big as a football field and as tall as a 
skyscraper. Its clear walls sparkled like blocks of 
ice in the sun.)

• Don’t make everything so fantastic that it is 
unbelievable.

• Make what happens as interesting and detailed 
as the setting where it happens. Don’t get so 
involved in creating amazing places and 
characters that you forget to tell a good story 
about what happens to them.

The Magician’s 
Nephew by CS 
Lewis

Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 
Stone, by JK 
Rowling

Suggested Additional Texts

Language
- Third person and past tense
- Cultural relevant vocabulary
- Complex sentences
- Subordinate and relative 

clauses
- Adverbials of time, place and 

manner
- Effective vocabulary
- Split dialogue to advance 

action
- Commas to mark clauses 

and adverbials
- Parenthesis using , - ()

Structure
- Opening – characters 

and cultural setting
- Build up – events 

leading to character’s 
journey/task

- Problem: good vs evil, 
other characters that 
help along the way

- Ending – problem is 
resolved and teaches 
a lesson

Purpose/Audience
To entertain, and sometimes, to inform about 
the way particular people lived.

WMG
Story from 

other cultures



Progression in Listening to and reading a range of stories 
on page and
screen which provoke different responses:

Creating stories orally, on page and 
screen, that will impact on listeners and 
readers in a range of ways

Year 3/
Year 4

· Develop understanding of story structure: recognise the

stages of a story: introduction – build-up - climax or

conflict – resolution; appreciate that chronology does
not always run smoothly, (e.g.) some events are
skimmed over, others are told in more depth.

· Develop awareness that the author sets up dilemmas in
the story and devises a solution. Make judgements about
the success of the narrative, (e.g.) do you agree with the
way that the problem was solved? Understand that the
author or director creates characters to provoke a
response in the reader, (e.g.) sympathy, dislike; discuss
whether the narrator has a distinctive
͚voice͛ in the story.

· Identify the use of figurative and expressive language to

build a fuller picture of a character; look at the way that

key characters respond to a dilemma and make
deductions about their motives and feelings – discuss
whether their behaviour was predictable or
unexpected; explore the relationship between what
characters say and what they do – do they always reveal
what they are thinking?

· Authors can create entire imaginary worlds; look for
evidence of small details that are used to evoke time,
place and mood. Look for evidence of the way that
characters behave in different settings.

• Plan and tell own versions of stories; tell effectively, e.g. 
using gestures, repetition,

• traditional story openings and endings; explore dilemmas 
using drama techniques, (e.g.) improvise alternative 
courses of action for a character.

• • Plan complete stories by identifying stages in 
the telling: introduction – build-up – climax or conflict -
resolution; use paragraphs to organise and sequence the 
narrative and for more extended narrative structures; use 
different ways to introduce or connect paragraphs, ( e.g.) 
Some time

• later…, Suddenly…, inside the castle…; use details to
• build character descriptions and evoke a response; 

develop settings using adjectives and figurative language 
to evoke time, place and mood.

Year 5 • Recognise that story structure can vary in 
different types of story and that plots can 
have high and low points; notice that the 
structure in extended narratives can be 
repeated with several episodes building up to 
conflict and resolution before the end of the 
story. Analyse more complex narrative 
structures and narratives that do not have a 
simple linear chronology, (e.g.) parallel 
narratives, t͚ime slip͛.

• Authors have particular styles and may have a 
particular audience in mind; discuss the 
author’s perspective on events and characters, 
(e.g.) the consequences of a character’s 
mistakes – do they get a second chance? ; 
author’s perspective and narrative viewpoint 
is not always the same - note who is telling 
the story, whether the author ever addresses 
the reader directly; check whether the 
viewpoint changes at all during the story; 
explore how the narration relates to events.

• Look for evidence of characters changing 
during a story and discuss possible reasons, 
(e.g.) in response to particular experiences or 
over time, what it shows about the character 
and whether the change met or challenged 
the reader’s expectations; recognise that 
characters may have different perspectives on 
events in the story; look for evidence of 
differences in patterns of relationships, 
customs, attitudes and beliefs by looking at 
the way characters act and speak and interact 
in older literature.

• Different types of story can have typical 
settings. Real- life stories can be based in 
different times or places, (e.g.) historical 
fiction.

• Plan and tell stories to explore narrative 
viewpoint, ( e.g.) re-tell a familiar story from 
the point of view of another character; 
demonstrate awareness of audience by using 
techniques such as recap, repetition of a 
catchphrase, humour; use spoken language 
imaginatively to entertain and engage the 
listener.

• Develop particular aspects of story writing: 
experiment with different ways to open the 
story; add scenes, characters or dialogue to a 
familiar story; develop characterisation by 
showing the reader what characters say and 
do and how they feel and react at different 
points in the story. Plan and write complete 
stories; organise more complex chronological 
narratives into several paragraph units 
relating to story structure; adapt for 
narratives that do not have linear chronology, 
(e.g.) portray events happening 
simultaneously Meanwhile…Ϳ; extend ways to 
link paragraphs in cohesive narrative using 
adverbs and adverbial phrases; adapt writing 
for a particular audience; aim for consistency 
in character and style.


